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XXXII.— Further Notes on South-African Ornithology. 
By E. L. Layar, F.Z.S. &e. 


Wiru much gratification I again -offer to the readers of ‘ The 
Ibis’ some additional notes on South-African ornithology ; I say 
gratification, because this and the two former papers which I 
have written for‘ The Ibis’ are the results of observations drawn 
out by my work on the Birds of South Africa. My aim has so 
far been accomplished, and I trust that the impetus given to the 
study of our avifauna may be lasting and useful. At some future 
day I hope to gather all these new materials into a sccond 
edition. 


10. AQUILA PENNATA. I obtainede this pretty little Eagle 
in the neighbourhood of Saldanha Bay, on the west coast. 
A kind friend residing in the vicinity has collected an exten- 
sive series of eggs for me; and as the locality is a very fa- 
vourable one, his name will often appear in these Notes. 
Mr. J. Cotzé, jun., aided by his children and his neighbour, 
Mr. Melk, procured several nests of this bird. They were 
placed in trees, very similar to those of Buteo jackal; the eggs, 
generally two, of a dirty white ground, more or less blotched 
and smeared with light reddish brown; axis 2" 5'", diam. 
1” 10". My son, Mr. Leopold Layard, also found a nest with 
a pair of eggs, at Grootevadersbosch, near Swellendam. 

N. S.—-VOL. V. 2c 
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l4. Sprzartus coronatus. Writing 12th of April, 1869, 
Dr. Edwin Atherstone says that the taxidermist of the Albany 
Museum, Graham’s Town, “has a young live S. coronatus, 
marked in a manner similar to the adult, thus differing en- 
tirely from Dr. Smith’s coloured plate of the young (Ill. S. 
Afr. Zool. pl. 41). There is no doubt of its being a young 
bird, as it was taken from the nest, and at first was unable to 
feed itself. Its crest is usually erect.” I regret to say this 
bird has since died; for I was anxious to ascertain what the 
first moult would show in the way of coloration. A magni- 
ficent example was recently trapped in the mountains near 
Fransch Hoek, about fifty miles from this, after killing several 
half-grown pigs. 


25. Fauco minor. Not uncommon about the Berg River, 
whence Mr. Cotzé has forwarded several eggs. It builds in 
trees; eggs three in number, usually more or less spotted and 
stained with dry blood-colour, on a dirty cream-coloured ground, 
varying very much; axis 1” 9”, diam. 1” 4". Mr. Briuk, who 
resides near Mr. Cotzé, has also sent several eggs of this 
species. 


31. TINNUNCULUS cENCHRIS. A new correspondent, Dr. 
Exton, not however collecting in the colony, but at the gold-fields 
on the Taté, writes :—“ North of Sechele’s I shot a specimen 
of this bird from a flock from which I also obtained T. rupicolus. 
They were harrying a flight of locusts, taking them on the wing, 
striking the insects with the foot, and then conveying them to 
their bills.” 


36. Mitvus micrans*. The same gentleman writes: —There 
are two birds connected with the name of the old chief Mozili- 
katzé (now deceased), which in habits and disposition afford a 
happy comparison with his character. One of them, this Kite, 
is said by the Matabili to be ‘the king’s bird,’ and is in conse- 
quence much respected by them. One of the chief’s sons ex- 
amining my specimen said ‘ we never kill that bird.’ 

“It is remarkably bold and fearless, dashing down at your 
very feet for a stray scrap of flesh, or attempting to carry off 

* I accept Mr. Gurney’s rectification of my nomenclature. 
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meat hung up to dry in the native fashion. It does not seem 
very choice in its food. The stomachs of those I examined 
contained locusts and lizards; and I have seen family parties 
dining, after the manner of Vultures, off the putrid carcass 
of an ox. They breed about the time the locust-larve become 
developed, the young birds taking wing when the ‘ hoppers’ are 
becoming strong on the ground. They then congregate in 
flocks ; and I have counted between eighty and ninety hovering 
over an army of infant locusts, and have seen them in still 
greater numbers, some on the ground busily devouring the 
‘hoppers,’ others perched on neighbouring trees gorged with a 
full repast. The Matabili name is ‘ Mezwazwa, ” 


37. Mitvus parasiticus. Eggs of this species procured 
by Mr. Cotzé are dull white, sparsely spotted, blotched and 
streaked, generally at the thick end, with dry blood-coloured 
markings ; axis 2” 3”, diam. 1” 9”. 


40. AcctpireR tacuiRo. Mr. A. F. Ortlepp says, “ by no 
means rare near Colesberg, in the timber skirting the Orange 
River. Easy of approach, feeds on small birds, beetles, and so 
forth.” 


48. SERPENTARIUS REPTILIVORUS. Contests between this 
bird and snakes have often been described; but my friend Mr. 
Atmore furnishes evidence that the bird is not always victorious. 
He says, “if the snake bites a feather [he means the shafts of 
the large primaries: I questioned him on this point], the Secretary 
pulls it out immediately. On one occasion I saw one leave off 
fighting and run to a pool of water, where he suddenly fell 
down and died. On examining him I found the snake had 
drawn blood from the joint of the pinion.” 


83. Hrrunpo corpont. Mr. Arnold, a gentleman who ac- 
companied Mr. Faulkner in his expedition up the Shiré River, 
describes this Swallow as very abundant on that stream. I 
suspect that Wahlberg got it very far to the northward, and 
that it must be excluded from my list. 


84. CoryLe AMBROSIACA. This bird must be removed from 


its place in my list among the Martins, and transferred to the 
ger? 
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Swifts. It occurred plentifully in the late Mr. Andersson’s ` 
collection, which I looked over before it left these shores, and 
was obtained by him in Damaraland. I have no doubt in my 
own mind that this is the origin of Le Vaillant’s “ Hirondelle 
huppé” (pl. 247). It probably occasionally finds its way 
down the west coast, to where he collected; he saw it on the 
wing but failed to get it, and on his return to Europe fancied 
he recognized its deeply forked tail and lengthened wing in the 
Indian Macropteryx cristata. A Swallow has been named to 
me as building in the palm-trees (Borassus) about the Zambese 
River. I suspect this must be the bird meant, and that, like the 
little Cypselus batassiensis of Ceylon, it glues its nest to the 
under surface of the dead pendent leaves. . 


96. Coractas CAUDATA. This is the other bird to which 
Dr. Exton alludes. He writes :—‘ From Sechele’s northwards 
C. caudata is commonly known as ‘ Mozilikatzé’s bird,’ its 
liveliness and pugnacity perhaps having given rise to the old 
warrior’s interest in it. In his earlier career Mozilikatzé 
claimed its feathers solely for royal use and adornment, and in 
his milder moods has been known to give an ox to the youth 
who had captured and presented one of these birds. It delights 
to perch on the topmost branch of a leafless tree, from which | 
it gives forth its note of challenge; and should a crow or hawk 
approach, it will make rapid darts at the intruder, and with 
sharp pecks and harsh screams drive off birds greatly its supe- 
rior in size and strength. Bechuana name ‘ Le cler-cler,’ 
Matabili ‘ Fe-fe.’ ”” 


105. ALCEDO sEmitorquata. My son has procured several 
of these lovely Kingfishers on the Salt-river and the Liesbeck, 
both near Cape Town. Mr. Atmore writes that it breeds in 
holes of banks. At Kykoe he took a nest with three eggs, 
white and polished in the usual manner. 


119. ĪRRISOR ERYTHRORHYNCHUs. Mr. Atmore writes, 
“abundant in the head waters of the Gamtoos river, in mimosa- 
thickets.” Mr. Ortlepp says, ‘ well known in Zuurbergen, breeds 
in hollow trees, the nest having the offensive smell of that 
of other Hoopoes.” 
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125. NECTARINIA CoLLARIS. The true habitat of this pretty 
little species seems to be further east than the Gamtoos river, 
where Mr. Atmore, who knows it well, never met with it. 
Mrs. Barber sends it from the New-Year’s river, and Dr. Edwin 
Atherstone from the mouth of the Kleinmonts river, eight 
miles east of the Kowie. 


169. Dryma@ca suBriava. Mr. Ortlepp has sent me seven 
specimens from Colesberg, which lead me to think that “ Le 
Citrin” of Le Vaillant (pl. 127) is identical with D. pallida, 
Smith (No. 147), and that D. pectoralis, Smith (No. 146), is 
but the male. Unfortunately Mr. Ortlepp has left Colesberg ; 
„and I am therefore precluded from obtaining a good series of 
these birds, to set the point entirely at rest. I mention it here 
in the hope of calling attention to the subject*. 


174. CALAMODYTA BABACULA. “ La Caqueteuse,” Le Vaillant 
(RI fig. 1). 

175. C. særicura t. “L’Isabelle,” Le Vaillant (pl. 121, fig.2). 

176. C. nurescens (Keyserl. & Blas.). 


177. C. craciLirostris, Hartl. I think I can clear up the 
confusion existing in the identification of the first two of these 
` four species, a confusion to which I have unfortunately added by 
a lapsus calami, writing “ Calamodyta rufescens,” instead of “ C. 
gracilirostris ” (No. 177), under the head of C. babecula. I had 
my suspicions then that the “ Caqueteuse” would prove to be 
the larger species C. gracilirostris ; and these have been confirmed 
by my shooting that bird in considerable numbers in the marshes 
formed by the overflow of the Berg River, and by Mr. Cotzé 
obtaining the nest and eggs. These latter are dirty white or 
cream-colour, spotted and blotched chiefly at the obtuse end 
with brown and purple blotches; axis 9”, diam. 63'", Ver- 
loren Vley is about twenty miles from where I procured C. gra- 
cilirostris; and I doubt not it is found on all intermediate beds 
of reeds. Its habits and note quite agree with Le Vaillant’s 
description. 
[* Of. supra, p. 291, Ep.] 


[t This word should be deticata according to Professor Sundevall (Krit. 
framst. L.V. No. 121, 2).—Eb.] 
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C. gracilirostris must, I conceive, sink into a synonym of C. 
babecula (Vieill.), and C. rufescens (Keyserl. & Blas.) into a syno- 
nym of C.beticula (Vieill.) ; Le Vaillant’s figures are badly drawn, 
but I feel sure they are intended for these species. 


184. BRADYPTERUS LAYARDI. This rare species has again 
rewarded Mr. Atmore’s vigilant eye and ready hand. Early in 
this year he shot one near Forest Hall, Plettenberg Bay, the 
residence of Mr. Newdigate. He writes:—“I was looking for 
a survey station, when she flew out of some dense scrub, and I 
dropped her. In the scrub was a cupped nest shaped like 
that of No. 172 [Drymeca africana], not quite finished. I 
hunted in vain for the male, and never passed the spot without 
a search, as well as looking into every similar place; but this 
was all I saw. Its habits are exactly like those of No. 172, but 
it is even more difficult to raise from its cover; its flight is only 
a feeble flutter.” Mr. Atmore procured the type specimen on 
which Dr. Hartlaub founded his species and the genus (PAleais) 
which he has formed upon it. I shall have much pleasure in 
forwarding this second specimen to my learned friend, and Mr. 
Atmore has promised to keep a sharp look out for more. 


187. Brapyprerus syLvaticus, Victorin. I believe this to 
be identical with No. 186, B. platyurus. I have procured a 
few of the former from some extensive beds of reeds on the 
Cape Flats, near Wynberg. Its habits accord with Le Vaillant’s 
description, as far as I saw. 


193. Saxicota BirasciaTa. Mrs. Barber has sent the nest 
and eges of this handsome Chat. The former was taken from a 
hole in a kraal-wall, and is a loose untidy structure of fine root- 
lets and hair. The latter are pale and creamy-white, rather 
profusely speckled, especially at the extreme obtuse end, with 
small elongated reddish-brown specks ; axis 11”, diam, 8”. 


195. Saxicota MonticoLa. Mr. Ortlepp, from Colesberg, 
and Mr. Jackson, from Nels Poort, both send eggs of this Chat. 
They are light bluish-green, rather closely specked with red- 
brown, chiefly at the obtuse end; axis 12", diam. 8’. Mr. 
Jackson writes :—“ Among the eggs I now send you, are fourteen 
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of No. 195, all from the same pair of birds, our old friends of 
last year. This makes thirty-four of the sort, all or nearly all 
from the one pair of birds!! They build in my kraal-walls ; 
and no sooner are their eggs taken than they set to work 
and make up another nest in a fresh place, finish it, and lay 
again in a very short time.” 


198. SaxicoLa 1nruscata. Sir A. Smith describes this as the 
“ rarest of the South-African Savxicole,’ and “ principally, if 
not entirely, restricted to the districts between the Oliphant 
and Orange Rivers, and seldom occurs far from the sea-coast.”’ 
I saw it abundantly between Saldanha Bay and Mamre on the 
west coast. Mr. Jackson has it plentifully at Nels Poort, and 
Mr. Ortlepp at Colesberg. Eggs from the former are of a 
lively light verditer, much speckled with rather large dark red- 
brown spots and blotches, sometimes forming a ring at the 
obtuse end; axis 11”, diam. 8'’. They are well marked and 
handsome eggs, and the nest is cup-shaped and placed in a 
bush. 


204. SAXICOLA MARIQUENSIS, Mr. Ortlepp finds this spe- 
cies at Colesberg. 


218. ZOSTEROPS LATERALIS. Mr. Ortlepp has sent two spe- 
cimens of this pretty little bird from Colesberg. Wahlberg’s 
« Upper Kaffraria ” is probably further to the northwards. 


221. Motacrtta acuimp. Eggs sent by Mr. Ortlepp are 
light brown, profusely speckled throughout with dark brown, 
chiefly at the obtuse end; axis 11”, diam. 7™. They were pro- 
cured on the banks of the Orange River. 


223. ANTHUS CAPENSIS. Eggs of this species vary much, as 
do those of all the genus ; they are usually of a whitish or cream- 
coloured ground, plentifully spotted, but chiefly in a ring at the 
obtuse end, with brown and pale purplish spots of different 
shades and sites; axis 13’, diam. 9". 

Mr. Atmore says it is not found anywhere on Karroo soil. 


226. ANTHUS sorDiDUs. Found at Colesberg by Mr.Ortlepp, 
but sparingly. 
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228. ANTHUS LEUCOPHRYS. Nest, a cup under a tuft of 
grass, Eggs very variable, usually a cream-coloured ground, 
profusely spotted throughout, but closest at the thick end, with 
spots of various shades of brown and purple; axis 11”, diam. 
(i 


230. ANTHUS CAFFER. Eggs sent by Mr. Ortlepp are dirty 
white, spotted with dark and light brown spots of various sizes; 
axis 94”, diam. 64". 


Antuus CHLORIS, Licht., Cat. 1842, sp. 49; Bonap., 
Consp. Av. i. p. 248. 

This new addition to the Cape fauna was shot near Graham’s 
Town, and forwarded for my inspection by Mr. Glanville, the 
courteous curator of the Albany Museum, to whom I am in- 
debted for many very interesting specimens that have lately 
been discovered in that neighbourhood. 


244, PETROCINCLA EXPLORATOR. Eggs of this fine Rock- 
Thrush precisely resemble those of the preceding species, P. 
rupestris; and it breeds in similar places. 


270. PLATYSTIRA PISTRINARIA. The nest of this species, 
which eluded the researches of Le Vaillant, is one of the prizes 
that has rewarded my son’s early efforts in collecting. On the 
20th of last November he discovered a nest at Grootevaders- 
bosch near Swellendam, built in a “ wait-a-bit” bush, about 
six feet from the ground, cup-shaped, formed of bents and 
fibres, lined with horse-hair, and covered externally with lichens. 
The eggs, hard-set, were of a dull white, tinted with green, more 
or less spotted with pale brown dots, and surrounded at the ob- 
tuse end by a very broad band of close-set, large, brown and 
brownish-purple blotches; axis 9”, diam. 63”. 


273. TCHITREA cristata. My son has been fortunate 
enough to find several nests of this Long-tailed Flycatcher. 
They resemble those of the preceding, but are larger. The 
eggs are of a rich cream-colour, spotted, chiefly at the thick end, 
with rich red spots, with here and there a dark purple one. 
These spots usually form a more or less distinct circle at the 
extreme top ; at other times they are distributed generally over 


Mr. E. L. Layard on South-African Ornithology. 369 


the whole surface. Altogether it is one of the richest-looking 
eggs I know; axis 9", diam. 6". 


277. TCHITREA cyANomMELAS. Another of my son’s prizes 
that escaped Le Vaillant is the nest of this very local Flycatcher. 
He has sent several specimens of the bird, both male and 
female, from Grootevadersbosch, and one nest with two eggs. 
The former is cup-shaped, covered with moss and lichens, and 
was placed in a “ wait-a-bit” bush about breast-high, close to 
that of the preceding. The eggs, of a pale cream-coloured 
ground, are profusely spotted and blotched in a band near the 
thick end with red, brown and purple ; axis 8", diam. 6”. They 
much resemble those of the preceding (No. 273), but are not 
nearly so rich-looking. 


301. Dicrurus musicus. In addition to the eggs previously 
described in ‘ The Ibis’ (1868, p. 246), my son has sent several 
more specimens, some of which exhibit a singular variation. 
Had he not on each occasion seen the parent bird on the nest, 
I should have doubted the correctness of his identification ; but 
there cannot be any mistake, and his capture confirms another 
single egg, which was given me some years ago, as the egg of 
this species ; but as it differed so much from those figured by 
Le Vaillant, and the donor was not an experienced collector, I 
doubted it. They are a deep rich pink (nearly salmon-colour), 
marked throughout with darker (browner-pink) spots, inter- 
spersed with purple, chiefly in the form of a ring at the thick 
end. The markings are larger and coarser than in the pale 
variety. 

The nest is lightly made, but not so light and transparent as 
that figured by Le Vaillant (pl. 168). 


347. BUPHAGA AFRICANA. This species seems common in the 
Matabili country, whence Dr. Exton has sent several specimens. 
He describes the irides of the male as deep orange-red, while 
those of the female are orange-yellow. 


359. HypHantornis CAPITALIS. Messrs. Henry Jackson, of 
Nels Poort, Sidney Jackson, of Brakfontein, Ortlepp, of Colesberg, 
and Cotzé, of Berg River, have cach of them sent pure white eggs 
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found in the nests cf these birds. This shows over what an extent 
of country this variation extends, and that it is not confined to 
the birds breeding in this neighbourhood. 


381. ESTRELDA ASTRILD. Mr. Atmore sends a nest of this 
little species, with the following interesting note :—“ You know 
what a funny whisp of a nest it makes, and how carefully con- 
cealed! but how such small birds carry such large bents of 
grass is a puzzle to me. The inside is very warm and comfort- 
able; and what may be called the framework of the nest is very 
nicely contrived, so that all the ear-ends of the grasses are woven 
together to form a pipe, where the entrance is. This nest was 
in a thicket of brambles and fern, about six inches from the 
ground ; even after the birds flew out, it required a good search 
before I could find it. There were twelve eggs in it (whether 
more than one hen lays in a nest I cannot say, but only one 
flew out); these were in all stages of incubation, two not at all 
set, more much set-on, and four or five had the young birds so 
large I could not blow them.” I have always heard that several 
hens laid in one nest ; and this in connexion with the facts stated 
in ‘The Ibis’ (supra, pp. 74, 75) seems to indicate that polygamy 
does exist among birds of this family. 

383. EstRELDA rUBRICATA. Mrs. Barber has found this 
pretty little Amadavat near Graham’s Town, and sends a nest 
and eggs, the latter pure white; axis 7", diam. 53/". 


390. EsTRELDA poLtyzona. Mr. Ortlepp writes from Coles- 
berg:—* Iris light yellow, tinged with brown. In rising utters 
a sharp chirp, then falls suddenly to the ground.” 


396. AMADINA ALARIO. Eggs sent by H. Jackson and 
others much resemble those of the Cape Canary (No. 399), 
being white tinged with green, more or less spotted, blotched 
and streaked, chiefly at the obtuse end, with various shades of 
brown; axis 83!", diam. 6", 


403. FRINGILLA STRIATICEPS. This species, which was de- 
scribed, for the first time, from specimens sent home by me to 
Dr. Hartlaub, has been found by my son breeding at Grooteva- 
dersbosch, whence came the type specimens. Its nest and eggs 
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are just like those of a Crithagra, and placed in similar posi- 
tions. Its habits also so closely resemble those of Crithagra that 
I passed it over as C. sulphurata (No. 440) in winter plumage, 
until I shot one. 


XANTHODIRA FLAVIGULA, Sundev. ; Bonap., Consp. Av. 
1. p. 513. 

The addition of this new species to the list of our South-Afri- 
can birds is due to some gentleman near Graham’s Town, 
whence it was sent for my inspection by Mr. Glanville, my 
brother curator. Mrs. Barber also has sent a second specimen ; 
and I saw it in Andersson’s Damara collection, when looking 
over it previously to its transmission to England. 


438. CERTHILAUDA coronaTa. Mr. Ortlepp has been for- 
tunate enough to discover the eggs of this fine Lark among the 
number of good things that he has found at Colesberg. He 
describes the nest as “ a cup-shaped structure of grasses, placed 
in a tuft of grass on the ground.” The eggs are a clear, pale 
cream-colour, spotted throughout with red-brown and purple, 
rather inclining to form a ring at the thick end; axis 11", 
diam. 8”. 


441, CRITHAGRA SELBII. Eggs from Mr. Cotzé exactly re- 
semble those of C. sulphurata (No. 440), but are a shade larger, 
and more pointed at the thin end. The nest is the same and 
placed in similar situations. 


444. CritHacracurysoryca. Mr. Ortlepp sends this Bull- 
finch from Colesberg, in non-breeding plumage, also from near 


Bedford. 


445, CRITHAGRA FLAVIVENTRIS. I have before (supra, p. 75) 
expressed my suspicion that C. strigilata (No. 443) might be 
the female of C. butyracea ; and I now add that I fancy C. flaviven- 
tris is probably identical with it, or with some other of our well- 
known species of Crithagra. Crithagra (?) africana (No. 446), 
“‘ Le Verdier sans vert” of Buffon, is another of these doubtful 
species. I should remark that in winter all our Crithagre put 
on the grey livery, and only assume the bright yellow stripes and 
under parts and green upper plumage in the season of love. I 
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have noted this change in my aviary, so that I can vouch for it, 
and I feel confident that Swainson and others have described 
birds in nuptial and non-nuptial dress as different species. 


450. Turacus PERSA. My indefatigable correspondent Mr. 
Atmore writes me word that, though the nest of this bird still 
eludes his search, an old forester assured him that he had often 
seen them, that they were like those of Turtur semitorquatus 
(No. 510), the eggs being quite white. 


452. SCHIZHRHIS CONCOLOR (cf. Ibis, 1868, p. 268). Dr. 
Exton has sent this species from the Taté and Mozilikatzé’s 
country, where he states it is very abundant; and I hear of it a 
long way down the west coast towards Natal, wherever there is 
enough timber for it. 


453. Buceros coronatus. Mr. Atmore writes from Geneva- 
fontein, George, March 16th, 1869 :—“ My garden is now full 
of Hornbills; but as they eat nothing but locusts, I do not shoot 
them; besides they are in bad plumage.” It will interest my 
readers to know that Mr. Atmore is settled on the scene (almost 
the very spot) where Le Vaillant chiefly collected, and where the 
lovely “ Narina” charmed his sight. If she decorated her 
person with the usual red clay, buchcu, and rancid fat, I cannot 
say much for the Frenchman’s nose; but “ adversity makes one 
acquainted with strange bedfellows,” and so does travelling in 
South Africa. 


461. PsirracuLa RosEIcoLiis. Mr. Ortlepp informs me 
that this species and P. meyeri are plentiful on the Limpopo, 
and are great favourites with the boers, who keep them as pets, 
along with the pretty little Galago moholi. Dr. Exton sends 
P. meyeri from Mozilikatzé’s country, marked with a broad bar 
of yellow across the head. Mr. Gurney also has received similarly 
marked specimens from Mr. Ayres [cf. supra, p. 296] ; and it is 
probable that the birds of the eastern coast constitute a well- 
marked race, or variety, from those of the west. 


468. MEGALÆMA BARBATULA. This pretty little Bucco is 
plentiful near Graham’s Town, and on the eastern frontier. 
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477. Inpicator Masor. Mrs. Barber writes that this Honey- 
bird lays its eggs in the nests of Lemodon nigrithorax (No. 465), 
which is common about Highlands, near Graham’s Town. My 
friend, with whom I have been corresponding on the subject, 
gives battle in defence of her favourites, and denies that they 
will lead the hunter to a leopard or snake (cf. B. S. Afr. p. 242), 
and she accounts for persons coming on these animals (and 
others) by saying that they fall in with them aecidentally while 
following the Honey-guide through the forest. However, she 
shall plead ker own cause: —“ Regarding the ‘tiger-leading pro- 
pensities’ (as you term them) of the Honey-guide, our Eastern- 
districts Court is not inclined to abide by the verdict of ‘ guilty’ 
passed by yours of the Western districts upon the bird in ques- 
tion ; neither is the explanation which I gave you ‘an ingenious’ 
one of my own invention, as you secm to believe or imagine. 
What I wrote to you in a former letter is the opinion of many 
old bee-hunters in this part of the country, who have no faith in 
the popular belief [that leading to the leopard is done on 
purpose]. My nine brothers, who were all brought up in this 
country, were all of them great hunters (as well as sportsmen) ; 
and during all the years of their experience in bee-hunting, and 
especially while they were living at Tharfield, where bees’ nests 
were exceedingly plentiful, where they were constantly in the 
habit of following these birds, never once did the Honey-guide 
ever lead them, purposely, to any noxious animal. Many times 
in following the bird through dense woods have they started 
various kinds of creatures ; but if they did not neglect the bird 
for the purpose of hunting, she would continue her flight towards 
the bees’ nest, regardless of the startled animals. One of my 
brothers once, while following a Honey-guide through a dense 
forest near the Kowie, passed directly through a drove of wild 
pigs. They were of course more frightened than he was, and 
rushed about in every direction; but my brother, knowing the 
popular belief, and wishing to test it, took not the slightest 
notice of the wild pigs, but passed on, keeping his eye on the 
bird, which went steadily on her way, until she arrived at the 
nest she intended to show, regardless of the pigs. 
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“I have other reasons for not believing the story. Why 
should the Honey-guide waste her time in leading people to 
leopards, jackals, wolves, and so forth? These creatures are 
not her natural enemies; she would gain nothing by doing it— 
no advantage whatever; and I have ever found that in nature 
there is nothing done in vain, or in an empty purposeless man- 
ner. There is always a reason for the peculiar habits and ac- 
tions of birds and animals of all kinds ; and therefore why should 
a bird, which does not even rear her own young, and has not 
the care of a nest, fear or care about these animals? Why 
should the Honey-guide, unlike all other animals, do this thing 
without any reason for doing it ? 

“ And, again, when the bird has arrived at the nest she in- 
tends to show, there is an alteration in the notes of her voice. 
An old bee-hunter knows this in an instant, and knows when 
he ought to commence searching for the nest. Now this altera- 
tion never takes place when animals of various kinds are startled 
in passing through the forest while following the bird. Hence 
I conclude that she does not intend to show where these crea- 
tures are, or the alteration in her voice would take place.” 

The counsel for the defence certainly makes out a strong case 
for her clients ; and (not to mention her own) from what I know 
of the keen powers of observation of more than one of the nine 
brothers—men renowned throughout the country for their deeds 
in Kaffir wars and hunting-fields, I am forced to say I incline, 
as chief justice sitting in review on the case, to give a verdict 
of “not guilty ;’—Honey-guide discharged with a caution! ! 


510. TURTUR semMiTorquatTus. In mentioning this species 
I forgot to notice Le Vaillant’s “ Tourterelle blonde” (pl. 268), 
which he avers he found on the borders of Great Namaqua- 
land, and supposes to be the origin of the European T. riso- 
rius. I do not believe in the existence of such a bird in the 
locality assigned to it by him, having failed to find it in any 
of the collections formed by Andersson, Chapman, and others 
in Otjunbinque, Damaraland, Walvisch Bay, and elsewhere, 
though the common Cape species T. semitorquatus occurred very 
frequently. 
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522. FRaNcoLinus NUDICOLLIS. Eggs of this species pro- 
cured by my son are precisely similar to those of F. clamator 
(No. 251). 


523. FRANCOLINUS ADSPERSUS. Mr. Chapman brought me 
eggs of this species from Namaqualand. They are very singu- 
larly shaped, appearing as if truncated at each end. The shell 
is very thick, being the twenty-fourth part of an inch, very 
dense and heavy, inside pure white and iridescent, outside very 
pale cream-colour ; axis 1” 7", diam. 13". 


526. FRANCOLINUS LEVAILLANTI. Eggs sent by my son 
from Grootevadersbosch are rather larger and redder-coloured 
than those of F. afer (No. 525) ; axis 1” 8!", diam. 1! 4!", 


529. FRANCOLINUS NATALENSIS. Specimens of this Fran- 
colin, with its eggs, have been sent by Mr. Arnott from Mahura’s 
country ; the latter are pale brown, immaculate; axis 1” 8”, 
diam. 1” 5™. 


533. TURNIX norrentota. Mr. Atmore writes :—“I have 
taken several nests of this bird ; one was on a rocky mound near 
Swellendam, the others on the Ruggens. I never saw one in a 
vley. Eggs, five in number, much pointed and very like those 
of our Ring-Dotterel, Charadrius tricollaris”’ Mr. Atmore is not 
far wrong in the resemblance. Some sent me by Miss A. Van- 
der-Byl are very abruptly pointed, and densely covered with 
small dark brown spots on a light grey-brown ground, closely 
resembling those of the Ceylonese Turnix ocellata; axis 11'", 
diam. 9”. 


5388, PTEROCLES variecatus. (Cf. Ibis, 1868, p.269, & 1869, 
p. 78.) This species, with its eggs, has been sent from several 
places far within the limits laid down in my ‘Birds of South 
Africa? The eggs are a pale dull greenish-brown, spotted with 
hght brown and indistinct purple, and upon this more sparsely 
spotted with dark brown. 


549. Eupoporis arrorpes. Eggs, from Dr. Exton, are similar 
to those of E. afra (No. 548). 


553. CuRSORIUS SENEGALENSIS. A single specimen answer- 
ing in every respect to this bird was shot by Dr. Exton at Dag- 
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gaboer’s-neck in the eastern Province, from a flock of C. bur- 
chelli (No. 551), with which, after a careful comparison, I believe 
it to be identical. It is the same in size; and I conclude that its 
brighter and more developed colours are the result of more ma- 
ture age. 


574. ANTHROPOIDES sTANLEYANUS. Mr. Ortlepp writes :— 
“ Their principal food is small bulbs. When they have the 
chance they pass the night sleeping in the water, knee-deep, and 
in the winter months are frequently found with their legs frozen 
fast in the ice.” 


575. BALEARICA REGULORUM. A magnificent egg of this 
species, sent by Mr. Arnott to the South-African Museum, and 
procured in Mahura’s country, is of a dull pale brown tinged with 
green, and obscurely marked, chicfly at the obtuse end, with 
faint reddish-brown confused blotches and spots with here and 
there a dark mark standing out prominently; axis 3” 6”, diam, 
2” 5", The egg of the Balearic Crane figured by Dr. Bree in 
his ‘ Birds of Europe’ gives a very fair idea of the egg sent by 
Mr. Arnott ; only the spots are more concentrated and fewer, 
and the ground is greener. But (cf. Ibis, 1868, p. 256) Mr. 
Ayres sends an egg which is described as white and glossy. This 
is totally different from the egg in question. The “ green lining- 
membrane ” is very visible in the Museum specimen when held 
to the light. 


576. ARDEA GOLIATH. Mr. Atmore says he has seen this 
noble Heron at Zoetendals Vley. Mr. Arnott forwards an egg 
which I can assign to no Heron but this. It is similar to that 
of A. cinerea (No. 577), but larger ; axis 3”, diam. 2”. 


577. A. CINEREA Eggs of these three Herons have 
578. A. ATRICOLLIS pbeen sent by Mr. Cotzé, and those of 
579. A. PURPUREA | the first by Miss A. Van der Byl. 


600. Mycrerta SENEGALENSIS. Dr. Exton found this fine 
Stork inthe Matabili country; and a gentleman belonging to 
H. M.S. “ Petrel,” who has lately been up one of the rivers 
running into Delagoa Bay, tells me saw it abundantly along its 
banks and in the marshes. 
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624. GALLINAGO ZQUATORIALIS. This Great Snipe breeds 
in many places in the colony. It is extremely abundant in the 
vieys formed by the sluggish waters of the river Zonder-end. 
Its eggs are of a darkish olive-green ground, much blotched and 
spotted with darker brown. Their shape is very broad at the 
obtuse end, and tapering to an abrupt point at the other; in- 
deed they exactly resemble those of the Solitary Snipe of Europe; 
axis 1” 9'", diam. 1” 3”. 


632. ORTYGOMETRA crex. Dr. Edwin Atherstone writes 
from Graham’s Town, April 19, 1869 :—“ This species has been 
very plentiful this season near the coast.” 


636. CorETHRURA RUFICOLLIS. I lately shot a male of this 
rare Water-hen at French Hoek, and my son sent the eggs and 
a female captured on the nest from Grootevadersbosch. The 
primaries are pure white, and rather sharply pointed at the small 
end; axis 1” 1”, diam. 94”. 


648. CHENALOPEX meypriacus. Mr. Atmore writes :—-“ At 
Gauritz River they breed on ledges of rocks, 200 feet above the 
level of the water, in company with Gyps fulvus, and appear 
quite friendly with them.” 


649. NETTAPUS MADAGASCARIENSIS. A fine pair, male and 
female, of this lovely little Goose were killed by Mr. J. Nightin- 
gale in a small vley near Alexandria last year (1868); and one 
or two other specimens obtained in the colony have fallen under 
my notice. 


658. Ruyncuaspis capensis. This species, called ‘ Slop ” 
by the colonists, is abundant on the Knysna lakes, Vogel Vley, 
near Wellington, and at the Berg River, whence Mr. Cotzé sends 
eggs of a delicate cream-colour tinged with green; axis 2” 2!", 
diam. 1” 6". 


677. DiomEpDEA CHLORORHYNCHA. Called the “Pretty bird” 
by the sealers. Breeds on the Crozette Islands. The eggs 
exactly resemble those of D. melanophrys (No. 676). 


700. GRACULUS AFRICANUS. Seems widely distributed over 
the whole of South Africa. It is common on the Berg River, 
N. S.—VOL, V. 2D 
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and, according to Mr. Cotzé, never descends to the sea. Eggs 
from him are of the usual pale blue-green, covered with chalky 
matter ; axis 1” 7”, diam. 1" 2'", similarly shaped at both ends. 

A sealing-vessel, just returned from the Crozette Islands, brings 
up thirty-seven tuns of oil made from the skins of the Macearoni 
Penguin (Aptenodytes chrysocome). I am told it takes the 
skins of 1400 birds to make one tun of oil; at this rate 51,800 
birds have been destroyed for this one cargo! A man can catch, 
kill, and strip the skins from 350 or 360 birds in a day. How 
long will the race of Penguins last? How long before they are 
numbered, with the Great Auk, among the things that were ? 

Another vessel from the islands about Tristan d’Acunha has 
brought many live examples of the curious Gallinula nesiotis, or 
Island-hen, four of which are now running merrily about in my 
aviary, also three of the Island-Thrushes and their eggs, and 
a Finch (Hyphantornis ?), and a lot of eggs of sea-fowl ; but of 
these I must make a further examination and report. 


South-African Museum, June 18, 1869. 


XXXHI.— Remarks on some species of Birds from New Zealand. 
By Dr. O. Finscu, C.M.Z.8. &c. 


In a large collection of birds which I lately received from Dr. 
Julius Haast, the well-known explorer of New Zealand, I was 
very much pleased to find some of the specics lately described 
as new by Mr. Walter Buller, in his ‘Essay on the Ornithology 
of New Zealand’*, or in his paper in ‘ The Ibis’ for the present 
year (anted, pp. 37-43). A careful examination showed me at 
ounce that some of those so-called new species are by no means 
new to science; therefore it will, perhaps, be a matter of some 
interest to the readers of this Journal, as well as to ornitholo- 
gists in general, to become acquainted with the results of my 
studies.. s 


PLATYCERCUS ALPINUS, Buller, Ibis, 1869, p. 39. 
Two specimens, male and female, from the Southern Alps, 


* Translated by me in the ‘Journal fiir Ornitholovie’ for 1867, pp. 
305-347. 


